MANUFACTURE OF KHADI
He did not doubt that when the cotton bales came,
he. would be able to induce the mill-owners to give
enough calico for the rezais. The mention of cotton
bales brought him to the subject of cloth control. He
held that manufacture by the hand of enough khadi
for the needs of the whole people was as easy as possible
in India, given the condition that the raw material., i.e.
cotton was available in sufficient quantity in the country.
He never knew that there ever was a cotton famine in
India. There never could be any for the simple reason
that they always grew more than enough cotton in the
land. Thousands of bales were exported from the country
and yet there was no scarcity of cotton for their mills.
He had already drawn the attention of the audience
to the fact that all the instruments of production for
hand-carding, hand-spinning and hand-weaving were
available in India, as also a very large population. He
could, therefore, only say that there was nothing but
inertia which made them think that there was scarcity
of cloth in the country. Nobody wanted cloth control.
Not the mills, not the mill-hands, nor the buying
public. The controls were ruining the country, increasing
the army of idle hands who, for want of useful occu-
pation, were a constant source of mischief.
SELF-HELP AND CO-OPERATION
Harping back to the refugees in this connection,
Gandhiji said that if the refugees were determined to
occupy themselves usefully, they would first prepare
rezais for themselves and then use every moment, men
and women, for ginning, carding, spinning, weaving etc.
The energy set free by this co-operative effort by so
many lakhs of refugees would electrify the country
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